Electronic fall surveillance system model.
Of primary concern to health care facilities today is the reduction of preventable injuries such as patient falls that often lead to serious and fatal injuries and result in increased lengths of stays, resource demands, costs, and lawsuits. Although all patients have the capacity to fall, a major challenge is to identify the presence of key risk factors exhibited by a patient as soon as possible to reduce the likelihood of an adverse fall event. Currently, fall risk assessment and prevention practices focus on nurses identifying the risk factors for falls with a limited use of technology. This article introduces a preliminary falls risk assessment and prevention model that uses standardized clinical and operational performance indicators linked through the Web to the patient's electronic health record to produce an electronic Fall Surveillance System. The use of an integrated Fall Surveillance System linked directly to the electronic health record allows for the implementation of quick "real-time" preventive intervention that would dramatically improve the quality and costs of patient care.